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BACKGROUND

A national level organization named Non-Resident Nepalis- National Coordinating Council (NRN-Canada) was registered with the Government of Canada in March 2007 as a non-profit organization representing the people of Nepalese origin living in Canada. The registration was done by six community members from the Greater Toronto Area by signing letters patent with Corporations Canada (Appendix 1). After ongoing discussions for about a year to make NRN-Canada an inclusive and broad-based organization, a workshop was organized in Ram Mandir, Mississauga on 16 March 2008. The workshop nominated 9 community members to move the matters forward (Appendix 2).  Consequently, an expanded and reformed Provisional Executive Committee (PEC) was formed on 23 March 2008 by co-opting the nine new members from the Mississauga workshop to those who signed letters patent. 

The expanded PEC was thus made of 15 members from the Greater Toronto Area (Appendix 3).  Dr. Kunjar Sharma was assigned as Honorary Convenor of the PEC while Mr. Naba Raj Gurung was assigned as the Coordinator. The expanded PEC pledged to make NRN-Canada an inclusive, broad-based and transparent body. To give meaning and expedite the process, the PEC met once a week in Toronto at the office of the Honorary Consular General of Nepal since March 23, 2008 until the historic first National Convention was held on 23-24 August 2008.  Since its inception (i.e. March 2008), the expanded PEC consulted with the Nepalese Community Associations across Canada as well as the Nepalese communities in various cities where formally registered associations were not yet present. The process took considerable time, and the achievement had been remarkable. The understanding and cooperation of Nepalese friends living across Canada was phenomenal. This process definitely helped take NRN-Canada as well as the NRN movement to the grassroots level and had been expected to have the long-term positive effect towards organizational building. 

The PEC received endorsement and representatives from nine Nepalese associations: Newa Guthi (GTA), Nepalese Canadian Community Services (GTA), Canada Forum for Nepal, Nepalese Community Society of Calgary, Nepalese Canadian Society of Edmonton, Nepalese Canadian Association of Ottawa; Association of Nepalese in Quebec, ACNC-Ottawa, and the Nepali Cultural Society of Manitoba. Upon recommendations from the community members from the respective cities, the PEC nominated representatives from Guelph (Ontario), London (Ontario), Sault St. Marie (Ontario), Fredericton (New Brunswick), Yellowknife (Northwest Territories), and Regina (Saskatchewan). Consequently, the PEC became a 34-membered body (Appendix 4). 
The mandate of the Provisional Executive Committee was to have an Elected Executive Committee in place that was duly elected by the grassroots NRNs in Canada.  To reach there, the PEC had to have various instruments in place; such as membership guidelines, a base of general membership, election guidelines and platform; and finally the Election Commission that would execute the task of election so that the responsibilities could be handed over to an elected body.  

The PEC, therefore, carried out several tasks that were pre-requisite to organizing a national convention. One of the first things that the PEC undertook was the launching of the official website www.nrn-canada.org; thanks to the technical expertise and the hard work of Naveen Vaidya and Suraj Shrestha. 

The PEC decided to concentrate on the general membership criteria and leave the other membership categories to be dealt in the future once an elected executive committee is in place. A task force was created to draft the general membership guidelines. The task force presented the guidelines to the PEC and was circulated beforehand to all PEC members. The PEC meetings discussed the draft guidelines. After discussions, the final guidelines were adopted.  The guidelines were posted on the NRN-Canada website. Naveen Vaidya, Naba Raj Gurung, Anup Neupane and Gopi Kaphle worked on the membership form and prepared printed copies for the purpose of membership drive. 

It was decided to set a general membership fee of $5 per individual. Decision was made to keep the fee nominal so that it is affordable and is attractive to all grassroots NRNs in Canada.  The PEC was thankful to Mr. Man Poudyal for coordinating the general membership drive across the country.  All PEC members as well as other community members such as Komal Sapkota, Durga Adhikary, Dr. Pramod Dhakal, Ram Kaji Moktan, Mohan Aryal, Mr. Chetan Giri (Toronto), Bharat Poudyal, Kedar Basnet, Chandra Rai, Bhanu Poudyal (Vancouver), Gobinda Shiwakoti (Vancouver), Harendra Khatri (British Columbia) helped drive the general membership. The PEC was delighted to note that at the time of convention, there were 761 general members of NRN-Canada (complete name-list of general members is posted on the NRN-Canada website).  The PEC and the elected National Coordinating Council acknowledge the support of all those who worked hard for membership drive and also to the general members who have shown good faith towards the organization by accepting the general membership. 
Election Guidelines Drafting Committee (Appendix 5) worked on a draft and presented/circulated the draft to all PEC members.  The PEC meeting discussed the draft and was finally adopted with certain amendments. Further amendment was done when the Election Commission recommended city-wide election process to replace the previously planned province-wide election model. Based on the election guidelines, an Election Commission (EC) was constituted (Appendix 6). The EC developed the Election Program to carry out the election.

Souvenir team (Appendix 7) coordinated and published 500 copies of souvenir magazines.  . Similarly, 500 Souvenir T-Shirts were printed and sold on a subsidized price. Overall responsibility for the T-shirts was covered by Anup Neupane and Daksha Poudyal. 

The Indoor Program plan for the 23rd of August was developed by a team (Appendix 8). The Gala dinner program planning was coordinated by Anup Neupane, Gopi Kaphle and Dr. Tulsi Dharel.  Similarly, a team facilitated organizing the Himalayan Festival (jointly organized with the Nepalese Canadian Community Services) for the 24th of August (Appendix 9).  Similarly a team was constituted for fundraising and financial management (Appendix 10). 

CONVENTION PROCEEDINGS

The historic first convention of NRN-Canada was held on Saturday, August 23, 2008 at the York Civic Centre, Council Chambers, 2700 Eglington Ave West, Toronto (see plan Appendix 11). Registration of participants and welcome of arriving guests started at around 9:00 am and continued until 10:30 am. The Registration process was facilitated by Bharat Poudyal, Man Poudyal, Sujata Pokharel, Bimalman Shrestha, Pradeeplal Shrestha, Rabin Pradhan, Prakashlal Pradhan, Chetan Giri and several volunteers. 

Registration fees were paid by the registrants at the following rates: Day Program Registration @ $ 10 per person with lunch; Day Program plus Gala Dinner package @ $45 per person; Gala Dinner only @ $40 per person. 
Sabin Ninglekhu emceed the opening ceremony.  A senior NRN Mrs. Parbashree Gurung auspiciously inaugurated the Convention.  The ceremony then continued with a Welcome speech by Honorary Convenor of the NRN-Canada PEC Dr. Kunjar Sharma. He welcomed all participants and expressed his thanks to all in the PEC, Committees and members for their hard work in making the convention happen.  The record of National Anthem of Nepal was played, and a group of young girls- Anushayana Gautam, Shreemouna Gurung, Swarnima Gurung and Medhavi Gautam, sang the Canadian National Anthem while all the participants of the ceremony rose from their seats.

The emcee read out written messages from the Prime Minister of Canada Stephen Harper and Premier of Ontario Dalton McGuinty. 

Non Resident Nepali Association- International Coordinating (NRNA-ICC) Committee Vice-President Mr. Ram Thapa, first read a message from the NRNA-ICC President Dr. Upendra Mahato.  Mr. Thapa then made his own visionary remarks.  Dr. Mahato was delighted to hear about the progress about NRN-Canada and sent his best wishes for the success of the first NRN-Canada national convention.  He mentioned in his letter that with the slogan of  “Nepalese for Nepal”, NRNA as an institution had provided an environment and platform for all the Nepalese living abroad to come together. 

MR. Ram Thapa mentioned that the NRNA was lobbying towards the provision of Dual citizenship for NRNs and for the simple visa processing for Non resident Nepalese. He Appealed NRN-Canada to celebrate NRN day on Oct 11, 2008 and requested participation for the fourth NRN convention to be held in Janakpur, Nepal on October 12-13, 2008

Thereafter, Mr. Naresh Koirala, NRN-ICC North-America Coordinator, presented his remarks by expressing his happiness about NRN- Canada entering a new path after about one and half years of struggle. He remarked that the NRNs could play a significant role in the development of Nepal and appealed everyone to support this important cause. 

The highlights of the convention program were presented by Govind Singh Rawat along with Bharat Poudyal (fundraising), Durga Adhikary (Election commission), Kedar Basnet (Election guidelines), ManPoudyal (membership drive). 

Various newly elected NCC members from different areas presented their insights on the NRN movement emphasizing a strong NRN-Canada. Those who took part were Chitra Pradhan (Winnipeg), Krishna Homagain (Sault St. Mary), Prakash Mungarati (Montreal), Dayaram Pokharel (Guelph), Manik Duggar (Yellowknife). 

Former Ambassador of Nepal to India, Professor Harsa Narayan Daubdel, who was visiting his family in Canada, also expressed his emotional support to the NRN movement.  Citing examples of his grandchildren, he emphasised that we NRNs should make every effort to preserve our Nepali culture and never forget our roots. He said that we should also encourage our children to learn and speak Nepali language in our homes. 

Nepal’s Constituent Assembly Member and former Minister for Physical Planning and Public Works Honourable Hisila Yami, delivering her keynote speech, said, “The newly formed government of Federal Democratic Republic of Nepal is serious about addressing the manifold challenges ahead to address the aspirations and concerns of all Nepalis, including women, Madeshi, Dalits and backward people, who were left behind in the past.” She said, “Especially, the largest ruling party of her own, the CPN (Maoists) has explicitly included in its Election Manifesto to address the concern of NRNs including the provision of Dual citizenship. The current government is serious in fulfilling that commitment.”  Emphasizing the fact that with the current political transformation in Nepal, she assured that a lasting peace process had begun in Nepal.  She stressed on the need of financial revolution in Nepal and the significant role of NRNs in it. She hoped to see trained and educated Nepalis in the developed countries participating and contributing in the developmental process of Nepal, either from their current workplaces or rethinking to return to Nepal.  She appealed to all the NRNs in Canada to support the Koshi Flood Victims. 

Election Results Declared

Dr. Kunjar Sharma, Chief Election Commissioner and Durga Adhikari, Secretary of the Election Commission announced the results of the elections for the National Coordinating Council (NCC) positions for the period of 2008-2010. First, the election results of Toronto region, where 8 candidates vied for the 6 allocated seats, were announced. Naba Raj Gurung, Bishwo Berma, Sirjana Pant, Anup Neupane, Kishor Rajbhandary; and Dr. Tulsi Dharel were declared as NCC members from the Toronto electorate.  Similarly, Mr. Jhapendra Pokharel was declared NCC member from the Durham-York region. Similarly, 27 candidates from various electorate regions from across Canada were declared as NCC members by acclamation. Mr. Naba Raj Gurung, Coordinator of the Provisional Executive Committee, thanked the Election Commission for successfully carrying out the election of NCC members from across Canada. 

Thematic Panel Discussion & Forum Proceedings: 

A panel discussion was held with the following two themes 

· NRN Movements: Perspectives and Prospectives

· Collaborative Initiatives
Mr. Laxmi Prasad Pant together with Mr. Naba Raj Gurung moderated the panel discussion. An overview of the presentations of the panelists is as follows:

Dr. Ambika Adhikari emphasized that the diversity of NRN communities had been illustrated by the diversity of organizations, from political and social service organizations to ethnic associations and student associations in various colleges and universities across North America. Media associations and foundations are becoming more visible these days.

Dr. Adhikari emphasized that coordination and collaboration of the organizations with specific expertise, such as political lobbying, media reporting, development works and social services, would be extremely helpful for Nepalese and friends of Nepal. While newcomers are finding increasingly hard time to find a decent job, networking for job search would be one area of immediate benefit to Nepalese Diaspora. Alliance of Diaspora communities will be equally relevant for the development of new Nepal.

Mr. Ram Thapa reported that the NRN National Coordination Councils have been established in 45 countries of the world under the umbrella of NRN International Coordination Council (NRNA-ICC). NRN-Canada is one of the newest initiatives to foster worldwide NRN movements. He emphasized that NRN can mobilize resources for democracy and post-conflict rehabilitation in Nepal. One such opportunity would be to approach bilateral and multi-lateral donor agencies, such as Canadian International Development Agency, International Development and Research Centre (Canada), USAID (USA), GTZ (Germany), World Bank, through organized and professional efforts of NRN National Coordination Councils, he added. In this process Diaspora communities can involve in transfer of knowledge and technology that are relevant to the development of new Nepal.

Dr. Kunjar Sharma opened his talk with who was who in the NRN community and stated that Gautam Buddha was the first NRN who gain bodhisattva in India. The second NRN was Tenging Sherpa. Both of them held dual citizenship between Nepal and India although the Government of Nepal was still in the process of granting dual citizenships to NRNs. Dr. Sharma further emphasized that Gurkhas in the Indian and British armies were other prominent group of NRNs. He reiterated the importance of forming alliance among diversity of Nepalese organizations worldwide.

Mr. Aditya Jha emphasized knowledge infrastructure development for a prosperous society. Creation, exchange and application of knowledge for entrepreneurial growth should be prioritized as a way to promote innovation and entrepreneurship. Diaspora community can work as knowledge intermediary for development interventions and financial investments. He introduced the concept of the layers of interventions for global prosperity as follows:

· Infrastructure layer –physical as well as knowledge infrastructure;

· Education layer –universal education;

· Revolutionary zeal; and

· Collaboration in the public sphere for social innovation and entrepreneurship

Mr. Naresh Koirala emphasized to channel the work of Diaspora community through a single channel and indicated that Non-resident Nepalese Association (NRNA) can serve as an umbrella organization for this purpose. He mentioned ongoing charitable work where he had been involved, such as Nepal Library Foundation. Mr. Koirala proposed to organize a conference of donors in Canada so that we can build closer relationships with donors. 

Mr. Laxmi Pant added that we could request for such events from CIDA’s Conference Secretariat.

Dr. Pramod Dhakal quoted Professor Dhaubhadel who had brought forward a message from Gita, which said, "All things are made from what is endowed to us by nature. Therefore, take only as much as you need and leave the rest for others who will need them." Pramod Dhakal saw a message of intergenerational equity in this quote. Using an example of Alberta, Canada, which is extracting petroleum from the earth at such a mammoth rate that it will be finished in a few generations, he questioned, "Is that petroleum the sole property of our generation? Or does it also belong to generations that have not born yet?" He wondered if the future generations could have discovered a much better use of this resource. To him, not only the equity within our own generation is important but also is the equity between our generation and the generations that follow us. He had a message against the pursuit of over hoarding, instant gratification of the self, and ignorance about others.

Praising Nepali entrepreneur Aditya Jha's earlier assertion that "education" is the key to success for Nepal, Pramod Dhakal added two more ingredients as necessary for success: organization and discipline/rule of law. He said, “We can be successful not just by an accident but by design if we learn to organize and systematize our processes. Accidental successes do not last long as they cannot be readily repeated. Systematically achieved successes can be repeated again and again in the future.” Similarly, discipline and persistence are as important for success. Where there is no discipline there is disorder, disunity, and destruction instead of progress. At the same time he also cautioned against gaining discipline in society by using heavy-handed approach. He urged Minister Yami and the Government of Nepal to take those education, organization and discipline as three essentials ingredients for making Nepal a successful country.

While praising the message of senior NRN leaders Naresh Koirala who stressed on converging all organizations into one streamlined umbrella organization, Pramod Dhakal also likened this idea to be inspired by over production, or "GDP centric development plan". Molding all organizations from one streamlined template would produce more collective output but will reduce our ability to be creative and innovative. And our ability to adapt with changing needs of the future depends on our ability to innovate. On the other extreme, heavy focus on diversity and competition would make us innovative but in the expense of our efficiency to produce. Therefore, innovation and efficient production have to be kept in balance. He advised Nepal to take a path where pursuit of both innovation and efficient production get sufficient emphasis.

Speaking on the ideas of harnessing diaspora potential for Nepal's progress and embracing dual citizenship to diaspora Nepalese as stressed by Ambika Adhikari and other senior speakers like Ram Thapa, Pramod Dhakal, not only supported harnessing the knowledge, skills and experiences of Nepalese diaspora but also that of all the well-meaning people of the world. He showed his frustration when many willing volunteers from USA and Canada could not be sent as volunteers for more than three months and that also in a false pretence as tourists. He requested Government of Nepal to urgently shed this fear and let great minds to work in and even immigrate to Nepal. He preferred that Nepalese citizenship was also given to people who make great contribution to Nepal. He said, "Welcome and love others! Nothing will fall apart! We will be okay and even stronger if we shed fear!"

Using an analogy of a physical tree with a tree of society, he compared education, organization, and discipline as the sunlight, water, and air of a society. He summed all the fruits of a society into four categories: justice, prosperity, system and innovation. The way fruits, leaves, roots, trunk and limbs of trees are nothing but specific combination of energy, air and water, the prosperity of a society is also a specific fusion of education, organization, and discipline. He considered Nepalese people as the seeds for Nepal's progress and diaspora Nepalese as the transporter or intermediary for bringing knowledge, skills and experiences from distant places to Nepal. He urged Nepal to shed old nationalism and embrace a bold and forward looking nationalism that that is hungry for knowledge, science and technology.  Only then, he said, we will be able to close the knowledge and prosperity gap between Nepal and the world.

Modelling Dr. Dhakal’s talk, Mr. Pant commented that Prof. Richard Florida writes that Technology, Talent and Tolerence (3T) are three essential ingredients for managing global prosperity. Nowadays, tolerance has appeared as the biggest concerns for most economies. In countries like Canada and Nepal where multiple cultures thrive under the influence of dominant culture, our capacity to tolerate and appreciate alternative perspectives determines our capacity to manage global  prosperity. Tolerance depends on the mindset that Dr. Dhakal emphasized.

Dr. Drona Rasali reiterated the importance of political consensus and changing our mindset. He further warned that future generation of Nepalese Diaspora may not worry about Nepal as much as the first generation is worried about. They will gradually loose interest if incentives are not enough to contribute to Nepal or even just visit as tourists as there are several as attractive vacation destinations elsewhere in the World. Dr. Rasali therefore emphasized a need for ensuring unity among all Nepalese living in Canada. He presented insights into various levels of collaborative initiatives with Nepal that could be possible through NRNs, which are as follows, 

· Government to government collaboration: He illustrated this layer using an example of the Karnali Bheri Integrated Rural Development Project (K-BIRD);

· Government to local communities: such as Canada Fund for Local Initiatives (CFLI) and Local Development Facility (LDF);

· Institution to institution: such as collaboration between community colleges;

· Communities to communities: such as collaboration between NGOs;

· Families to families: This is the dominant mode to collaboration during the first generation of Nepalese Diaspora because we still have enough emotional ties with our families back home; and

· Individual to individual: such as Adjunct Professor, Investors, Consultants, and Philanthropists. 

Mr. Laxmi’ Pant commented that the above layers, as Dr. Rasali presented, were not mutually exclusive. He argued that there were various types of possible collaboration, not specifically in Diaspora community but in all other forms of collaboration. 

Summary of the floor discussion

The presentations of panelists were followed by the discussion on the comments and questions from the floor. Participants from the floor asked very pertinent questions. They revolved around the goals of NRNs, unity, and how it could be effective. The discussion session was so interesting that the moderators had to decide to expand the session by one extra hour.  The panellists attended to the questions from various attendees, including Kiran Bhattarai Pant, Sara Chhetri, NB Tandon, Krishna Homagain, Naveen Vaidya, Kamala Rupakheti, Pradeep Banskota, Lekhnath Adhikary, Manik Duggar, Parag Shrestha. 

Some the key issues that emerged through the discussion were as follows:

Since the panelists reiterated that the number and types of Nepalese Diaspora organizations were increasing in North America and beyond, it was important to form alliances. Participants suggested forming networks of organizations at various levels, preferably through a development of online community. This networking should also include organizations in Nepal who are interested to work with Diaspora communities. Such alliances of civil society organizations could put strong pressure for the government of Nepal to provide enabling environments for Diaspora community to contribute the development of new Nepal.

A youth participant, who was interested in outsourcing projects, wondered why this (the enabling environment for the Diaspora Community to contribute to Nepal’s development) was not happening in Nepal. Not to mention about other nationals, Nepalese Diaspora would prefer to invest in other countries where there are stable political environments and reliable supply of utilities and services. Moreover, concerns were raised about what is the preferential treatment that Nepal government could give to Nepalese Diaspora as compared to their foreign counterparts, not only in investments but also in a broad range of civic engagements including knowledge transfer, innovation and institutional reforms.

The concerns of the anticipated preferential treatment echo a range of other issues that the government of Nepal should reconsider. The current legislation of Nepal requires that once a Nepalese citizen acquires a foreign citizenship, he/she has to relinquish the Nepalese citizenship that has been acquired through lineage or any other rigorous processes. While Nepal is still reluctant to give preferential treatments to her own people, in many other countries, one’s nationality remains unaffected whatever nationality people acquire through participation in the global economy. Even after several generations people admire about their roots, and prefer to use an adjective before their current nationality, such as Nepalese Canadian or French-Canadian. Sometimes government legislations undermine sentiments of the people, that’s what’s exactly happening in the case of the Nepalese Diaspora.

Another participant further emphasized that sentiments of Nepalese Diaspora should be recognized by the NRN legislations in Nepal. NRN’s emotional love to Nepal does not necessarily get comparable to foreigners’ attractions to visit Nepal as tourists. Treating NRNs as if there are any other tourists remain as a serious policy flaw in Nepal. For example, currently NRNs pay the same amount of visa fee as other foreigners, but NRN emotional attachment to their country of origin cannot be compared with money. Moreover, an NRN pays as much airport tax as a foreign national pays. An NRN who holds foreign passport can visit Lukla or Jumla to see his/her old-age parents and grandparents, but pays the tourist air fare which is many times greater than the rate for Nepalese. Because of all these reasons, the second generation Nepalese may compare the benefits of visiting Nepal to that of Florida or any other places in the globe as their vacation destinations. If NRNs are treated in Nepal as any other foreigners, this group of energetic and relatively more accomplished NRNs may gradually loose their interest to visit and work in Nepal and will have very little or no emotional attachment to the country.

Some of the participants specifically requested the former minister Hisila Yami to convey the concerns of Nepalese Canadians to the new government. In a question specifically directed to her, one participant asked that what her expectation to attend the convention was she found. Her reply was that she learned so much about challenges and opportunities to work with Nepalese Diaspora worldwide. Although she seemed to be convinced with the realities of NRNs, the Diaspora community would need more effective ways to influence policy processes. This clearly indicates that there is a lack of avenues where policy makers in Nepal and NRNs worldwide can interact over an extended period of time so that interests of Nepalese people in Nepal and aboard can be addressed in policy processes. Participants agreed that a solution that comes in their mind would be obviously the role of the NRNA-ICC, but more specific policy processes and institutional set-ups within the umbrella of the emerging organizational structures of the NRNA-ICC should emerge. 

In addition to the above discussion on the requirements to enabling environment for NRNs to visit and work in Nepal, as investors, social workers, knowledge agents, innovators and even policy advisers, concerns were also raised about NRN-Canada’s role to serve Nepalese community across Canada. New comers are at most difficult times when first they arrive in Canada. It is getting harder for foreign trained professionals to find a decent job. Nepalese community in Canada is very young and very few people have been successful to get their dream job and to run lucrative enterprises. Participants agreed that collective efforts of Nepalese Diaspora in Canada can make a difference to their life, to their host country and to their home country. Naturally Nepalese have a long tradition of working on a rich social capital, such as reciprocity and mutual help, but it is a challenge to maintain such a tradition in a society where reciprocity is not necessarily a norm and people have very limited time to socialize each other. To address this challenge, participants emphasized that networking among Nepalese Diaspora at various levels (e.g., individual and organizational) that can contribute towards prosperity of the Nepalese Canadians.

Record of Decisions of Joint Meeting of NRN-Canada Election Commission and NRN-Canada NCC Proceedings:

The panel discussion session was followed by the election of the Executive Committee of NRN-Canada.  The Election Commission convened a meeting of the NCC members in the Convention Hall and performed the election of the Executive Committee. 

During the meeting, the Election Commission chaired by Dr. Kunjar Sharma conducted the election of various officials of the NRN-Canada Executive Committee. Accordingly, Election Committee and the NCC members of NRN-Canada were declared for the period of 2008-2010 as follows: 
Naba Raj Gurung – President/ NCC – member

Chitra Pradhan - Vice-President/ NCC – member

Sujata Rai - Vice-President/ NCC – member

Sirjana Pant - General Secretary/ NCC – member

Gopi Kaphle - Secretary/ NCC – member

Bharat Poudyal - Treasurer/ NCC – member

Manik Duggar - Spokesperson/ NCC – member

Dr. Pramod Dhakal - International Affairs Coordinator/ NCC – member

Prakash Mugarati - Executive at Large/ NCC – member

Rajan Tamang - Executive at Large/ NCC – member

Dr. Betman Bhandari- NCC – member

Bhanu Raj Paudel - NCC member

Bishnu Subba - NCC member

Hirendra B Khatri - NCC member

Govind Sibakoti - NCC member

Dr. Basu Sharma - NCC member

Guru Shrestha - NCC member

Santa Rajbhandari - NCC member

Nara Bahadur Tandan - NCC member

Prakash Ghawali - NCC member

Daya Ram Pokhrel - NCC member

Jhapendra Pokhrel - NCC member

Kedar Shrestha - NCC member

Jyoti Vaidya - NCC member

Kedar Basnet - NCC member

Pashupati Pokhreal - NCC member

Radha Basnyat - NCC member

Krishna Humagain - NCC member

Bishwo Berma - NCC member

Dr. Tulsi Dharel - NCC member

Anup Neupane - NCC member

Kishor Rajbhandari - NCC member

Chakra Balayar - NCC member

Dr. Nirmala Sharma - NCC member

Dr. Kunjar Sharma, NCC Advisor

Dr. Drona Rasali, NCC Advisor

GALA DINNER
The same evening on the 23rd of August, a gala dinner was organized at the University of Toronto’s 89 Chestnut residence www.chestnutresidence.utoronto.ca/.  Traditional Nepalese music and songs by Pradeep Banskota, Kishor Rajhandari, Bishwo Berma and other friends entertained the gathering. Songs from the guest artists from Nepal Ms. Ani Choying Dolma added further attraction to the celebration. Mr. Govind Singh Rawat mceed the event. 

Pioneer Nepalis who settled in Canada more than 25 years ago and also helped many Nepalese settle in Canada were felicitated.  Among those present in the program and felicitated were: Mrs. Radha Basnet (Ottawa); Dr. Kunjar Sharma (Toronto), Mr. Raj Katoch (Toronto) and Mrs Rita Katoch (Toroonto).  Also, the program included recognition to friends of Nepal who had in various ways contributed to Nepal. Those present in the event and felicitated were Lynn Brennan and Nan Budding. 

Dr. Kunjar Sharma, the chief Election Commissioner and Mr. Durga Adhikary, the Secretary of the EC, announced and declared the Executive Committee of NRN-Canada and also distributed certificates to the NCC members of NRN-Canada. 

NEPALI MELA 2008, THE HIMALAYAN FESTIVAL
On August 24, 2008, a gala event “Himalayan Festival” was organized jointly by the Nepalese Canadian Community Services and NRN-Canada.  The Himalayan Festival once again was an outdoor public event that showcased various facets of Nepalese culture such as folk dances, ethnic costumes, and varieties of Nepalese cuisine, arts and songs at the Nathan Phillip Square of the Toronto City Centre.  Being a public event at the heart of downtown Toronto, the Himalayan Festival was the ideal opportunity to celebrate Nepal and its unique cultural diversity and introduce the same to thousands of non-Nepalis in Canada. The presence and participation of Ms. Hisila Yami, Ani Choying and the distinguished guests and delegates from various cities and counties encouraged the organizers and added immensely to the positive flavour of the celebration.  Full details of the Mela are not covered in this report. 

Conclusion

The Nepalese community in Canada is young but it is growing rapidly.  As immigrants, almost all of the community members go through a struggle phase to break several barriers for resettlement in this new home called Canada.  Majority of the community is still struggling to break such barriers.  There is a need for the new national organization and local level community associations to forge alliances and aim helping the community through formal and informal ways to break such barriers. As many of us settle here and become citizens (voters), the opportunity for lobbying and advocacy for the rights of immigrants and for better Canada-Nepal relations is something the community can tap collectively.  Such initiatives and collaborative efforts should be encouraged. As the community grows, numbers of community-based agencies have emerged, sometimes with similar objectives. There is a need to form alliances in order to avoid confusions and encourage effectiveness. Another challenge for the community here in Canada is that people have very little time for the community engagement and socialization because of the busy schedules at work and a need to look after the family (children). Time for socialization and community service thus becomes a serious limitation. Despite such challenges, the community is moving ahead vibrantly in Canada. The Nepalese communities in Canada have started several community associations that have been vital links for networking among the members and also for celebration of cultures and values. 

The emotional love and attachment of the first generation immigrants to their motherland are undeniably high. However, the Nepal Government does not seem to have been able to understand such emotions and sentiments.  The perception out there in Nepal seemed somewhat different.  Although such perception seems to be changing, there is very little that has occurred/reflected in terms of policy changes.  Any future policy adjustment on the part of the Nepal government needs to reflect such emotions and attachments of the NRNs to their motherland.  The NRNs need collective initiative to make the people of Nepal and the Nepal Government understand such sentiments so that appropriate policy changes may be influenced on a long term basis. Policy is a process and positive policy changes should be based on ground realities of the NRN communities in various countries of the world.

There is much the NRNs have to offer towards the peace and prosperity of Nepal.  Although they had to leave the country physically to participate in the global economy or other reasons, the NRNs have shown huge commitments to their motherland.  They have done much already and there is a huge potential for future contribution. Such contribution is not limited to financial investment, but goes far beyond that.  Each NRN is a goodwill ambassador of Nepal. There is a huge pool of knowledge and expertise that the Nepal Government can tap from the NRNs.  Also, because of their reach and exposure, the NRNs can play important roles to mobilize resources from beyond the NRN community.  For such potentials to be realized, collective initiatives should be emphasized on the part of the NRNs, while the Nepal government should create enabling policy environments. 

The second generation NRNs are the groups who may get isolated from Nepal and its cultures very easily if there is no encouragement from the parents and the community and if there is no enabling environment created from the Nepal Government.  The first generation will continue keeping links with Nepal because of family members, properties, friends etc. and because they have spent important section of their lives in Nepal. The second and subsequent generations may not have such emotional attachments.  However, they can be educated in the process so that they develop and retain such connections to their roots. There is a huge potential that this generation can contribute for the peace and prosperity of Nepal. The Nepalese community in Canada and the Nepal Government should both think seriously and act accordingly on this issue. 
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APPENDICES

Appendix 1: Individuals who registered NRN-Canada with Industry Canada
1. Dr. Kunjar Sharma (Advisor)

2. Mr. Shambhu Dhamala (Chair),

3. Dr. Tulsi Dharel, 

4. Mr Pemba Lama, 

5. Dr. Pradeep Pyakuryal (Secretary), and

6. Bijay Simkhada
Appendix 2: Community members nominated from the Mississauga Workshop

1. Anup Neupane, 

2. Naveen Vaidya, 

3. Naba Raj Gurung, 

4. Govind Singh Rawat, 

5. Mohan Gurung, 

6. Pradeep Lal Shrestha, 

7. Gopi Krishna Kaphle,

8. Daksha Poudel, and 

9. Mitra Kafle
Appendix 3: The Expanded Provisional Executive Committee as of March 23, 2008 

1. Anup Neupane, 

2. Naveen Vaidya,

3. Dr. Kunjar Sharma, Honorary Convenor

4. Naba Raj Gurung, Coordinator
5. Dr. Tulsi Dharel, 

6. Govind Singh Rawat, 

7. Mohan Gurung, 

8. Pradeep Lal Shrestha, 

9. Gopi Krishna Kaphle, 

10. Daksha Poudel, 

11. Mitra Kafle,

12. Pemba Lama, 

13. Shambhu Dhamala, 

14. Dr. Pradeep Pyakuryal and

15. Bijay Simkhada.  
Appendix 4: Complete list of the PEC members after expansion
1. Dr. Kunjar Sharma, Honorary Convenor

2. Naba Raj Gurung, Coordinator

3. Anup Neupane, 

4. Naveen Vaidya,

5. Dr. Tulsi Dharel, 

6. Govind Singh Rawat, 

7. Mohan Gurung, 

8. Pradeep Lal Shrestha, 

9. Gopi Krishna Kaphle, 

10. Daksha Poudel, 

11. Mitra Kafle,

12. Pemba Lama, 

13. Shambhu Dhamala, 

14. Dr. Pradeep Pyakuryal 

15. Bijay Simkhada.  

16. Dr. Basudeb Sharma (CFFN); 

17. Dr. Binod Mani Baral (Toronto); 

18. Bishnu Subba (Calgary); 

19. Chitra Pradhan (Winnipeg); 

20. Dr. Drona Rasali (CFFN); 

21. Ganesh Bhandari (Ottawa); 

22. Hemanta Dahal (Montreal); 

23. Ichchha b. Nepali (Edmonton); 

24. Kiran Pandey (Regina); 

25. Jyoti Vaidya (London); 

26. Krishna Humagain (Sault St. Marie);

27. Laxmi Prasad Pant (Guelph); 

28. Mahesh Ghimire (Winnipeg);

29. Mahesh Pradhan (Newa Guthi); 

30. Manik Duggar (Yellowknife); 

31. Nima Sherpa (Burlington); 

32. Prakash Mungrati (Montreal); 

33. Rabin Pradhan (Newa Guthi); 

34. Radha Basnyat (ACNC-Ottawa).

Appendix 5: Election Guidelines Drafting Committee

1. Kedar Basnet, 

2. Dr Tulsii Dharel, 

3. Bharat Poudyal; 

4. Chandra Rai, and 

5. Sabin Ninglekhu
Appendix 6: Election Commission

1. Dr. Kunjar Sharma, Commissioner 

2. Durga Adhikary, Secretary

3. Mahesh Shrestha, (Regina, Saskatchewan);

4. Bishal Dhakal, (Winnipeg, Manitoba);

5. Toya Baral (Ottawa);

6. Kalpana Karkee, (Mississauga); 

7. Bishnu Aryal (Toronto); 

8. Mohan Aryal (Brampton); 

9. Nima Sherpa (Burlington);  

10. Dr. Desh Subba (Calgary); 

11. Dr. Dev Raj Mishra (Saskatoon); 

12. Naresh P. Koirala (ICC Representative).
Appendix 7: Souvenir Publication Committee

1. Govind S. Rawat (Coordinator), 

2. Dr. Pramod Dhakal, 

3. Dr. Drona Rasali, 

4. Dr. Tulshi Dharel, 

5. Gopi Krishna Kaphle, 

6. Jyoti Vaidya, 

7. Dr. Binod Mani Baral
Appendix 8: Indoor Program Committee

1. Dr. Naveen Vaidya (Coordinator)

2. Tulsi Dharel (Coordinator), 

3. Laxmi Pant, 

4. Ichchha B. Nepali, 

5. Dr. Drona Rasali, 

6. Dr. Kunjar Sharma, 

7. Dr. Pramod Dhakal, 

8. Manik Duggar, 

9. Sabin Ninglekhu and 

10. Naresh Koirala.  

Appendix 9: Outdoor Program Committee (Himalayan Festival)

1. Govind S. Rawat (Coordinator),

2. Sirjana Pant, 

3. Anup Neupane, 

4. Sanjiv Rizal, 

5. Bijay Simkhada, 

6. Shelley Lynn, 

7. Bina Berma, 

8. Sharda Karki. 

9. Rishi Adhikari, 

10. Komal Sapkota, 

11. Sabin Ninglekhu, 

12. Naveen Vaidya, 

13. Bharat Paudyal, 

14. Mitra Kafle, 

15. Buddhi Sagar Basyal, and 

16. Pradeep Lal Shrestha
Appendix 10: Fundraising and Financial Management Team

1. Bharat Paudyal (Coordinator), 

2. Sirjana Pant,

3. Anup Neupane, 

4. Durga Adhikari, 

5. Bishwo Berma, 

6. Rajen Shrestha, 

7. Madan K. C and 

8. Pemba Lama. 

Appendix 11:

First NRN-Canada National Convention 

Nepalese Diaspora in Canada: Challenges and Opportunities

Date:  Saturday, August 23, 2008
Venue: York Civic Centre- Council Chambers, 2700 Eglinton Ave West (One block west of Keel Street)

Program
8:30 – 9:30 

Registration (Prior registration available & encouraged) 




Registration fees: 




Day program: $10 per person with lunch




Day & Gala dinner (package): $45 per person (Prior registration required)




Gala Dinner only: $40 per person (prior registration required)

Opening Ceremony (9:30 - 10:15) 

MC- Sabin Ninglekhu

9:30 – 9:35: 

Welcome speech Honorary Convener of the NRN-Canada PEC Dr. Kunjar  Sharma

9:35 – 9:40: 

Inauguration Parbashree Gurung (Senior NRN 85 years old)

9:40 – 9:45: 

National Anthems of Nepal and Canada (Swarnima Gurung, Anu Gautam, Medhavi 

Gautam)

9:45 – 9:50: 

Message from the Prime Minister of Canada, Premier of Ontario

9:50 – 10:10: 

Convention Program Highlights and few words from delegates of each region




Convention High Lights: Govind Singh Rawat




Few words: 
Cities/regions representatives

Prof. Harsha Narayah Dhaubadel, Mr. Chitra Pradhan (Winnipeg)

10:10 – 10:15: 

Speech:  NRN-ICC Representative – Ram Pratap Thapa, NRN-ICC Vice President

10:15 – 10:20: 

Speech: NRN North America - Naresh Koirala, NRN-ICC representative 

10:20 – 10:35 

Keynote Speech - Hisila Yami, Former Minister of Physical Planning and Works, 

Government of Nepal  

10:35- 10:40   

Songs by Popular Nepali Artist Ani Choying

10: 40 -10 :55  

Tea break

11:00- 12:00  

Panel Discussion – I



Topic: 

NRN Movements: Perspectives and Prospects
Panelists:  
Dr. Ambika Adhikari, Ram P Thapa, Dr. Kunjar M Sharma 

Moderator:  
Naba Raj Gurung

 


Introduction of the panelists

Opening remarks by the panelists (5 min each)

Discussions

Lunch Break (12:00 – 1:00) 

1:00 – 2:00

Panel Discussion – II

Topic: Nepalese in Canada: Collaborative initiatives
Panelists:  Aditya Jha, Naresh Koirala, Dr. Pramod Dhakal, Dr. Drona Rasali



Moderator:  Laxmi Pant

Introduction of the panelists

Opening remarks by the panelists (5 min each)

Discussions

Election and Results Announcement 
2:00 – 2:15

Message from Election Commission - Durga Adhikary, Secretary; Election Commission

Election Result Announcement: National Coordination Council and Executive Committee

GALA DINNER PROGRAM

Date:  Saturday, August 23, 2008
Venue: 89 Chestnut Conference Centre, University of Toronto,  www.89chestnut.com
(Nearest Subway: Dundas, Between Dundas-University Avenue)

Gala Dinner Program (7:00 – 10:00)
7:00 – 7:30

Cash Bar

7:30 – 9:00

Cultural Music Show with Popular Nepali singer Ani Choying+ 






GALA Dinner 




Speech: On behalf of Newly Elected NRN-Canada Team




Introducing newly elected NCC members

9:00 – 10:00 

Felicitation Program

NRN Early Settlers in Canada:

Friends of Nepal

Vote of Thanks: Dr. Kunjar Sharma

NEPALI MELA: THE HIMALAYAN FESTIVAL

Date: Sunday, August 24, 2008

Time: 2pm through 8pm

Venue: 100 Queen Street West, Nathan Phillip Square (Toronto City Hall; Nearest Intersection Yonge and Queen)

Entrance: Free

Program

2:00-2:10: Inaugural Ceremony

2:10- 2:20: Opening Remarks: Bob Rae (Former Premier, Ontario)

2;20-2:30: Opening Remarks: Hisila Yami, Former Minister, Government of Nepal

2:30- 2:40: Opening songs by Popular Nepali singer Ani Choying

2:40: Lakhe Dance

2:50- 4:00: Nepalese Fashion Show by children

Panchachannya & Kumari 

Manjushree Dance

Various cultural dances & music

4:00-4:30: 
Music Workshop

4:30- 5:00: 
Break / Nepalese Stalls observation and taste of Nepalese cousins.

5:00- 8:00: 
Music & Dance continues

Closing Ceremony: Speech on behalf of Newly Elected NRN- Canada Team

***********************The End****************************************
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